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www.santaseniors.com 
santaseniors@alaska.net 

Phone: (907) 488-4663 
Fax: (907) 488-4683 

.  

October 2025 - Volume V 

Greetings from the President: 
     First, I want to thank all of you who stepped up and helped 
out whereever and whenever it was needed. 
     Secondly, we are badly in need of more volunteers to fill in 
with gift shop stuff, birthday luncheons, cooking set up, and clean 
up. We are coming to the time of the year that there are functions 
that need more helpers. We have put  a lot on Ruthie’s and Cora’s 
plates and they need help before the say enough is enough. 
Please extend your talents at the center, be involved in more than 
just socializing and gameplay. Without everyone’s involvement 
we are at risk of burning out people that have been running many 
of the events. Many hands make light the work. The same is true 
with the gift shop. I challenge the membership to become more 
of a family, sharing in our service to each other. Help any where 
you can, checking people in at the luncheon, helping clean up af-
terwards, taking the trash to the transfer site.  
     We have been working to have weekend and afternoon activi-
ties at the center, but this requires a member to open the center 
and close up afterwards and also walk through and make sure the 
people renting have cleaned up after themselves. This is an easy 
job. We have a temporary arrangement for this, paying Carmen 
to do this. But this is not sustainable in the long run. What I 
would like to see is one person sign up for one week in a month 
to cover a week, if no events happen, you’re off the hook for the 
rest of the year. 
Continued... 

Office & Gift Shop Hours: Monday - Friday  11am - 3pm 
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Santa’s Senior Center Corporation, Inc. 
2025 Board of Directors: 

 

President Joe Gelinas 907-347-1774 
Vice Pres. Ruthie Sevy 907-322-6433 
Treasurer Rochelle Renner 907-322-7889 
Secretary Greg Corbett 907-322-7251 
Candy Clarke  907-987-0188 
Cora Williams  907-388-3577 
Lamie Ellsworth  503-568-9666 
 

Parliamentarian: Cora Williams 
 

 The Board of Directors Meetings are held on 
the second Wednesday of each month. 

The next meeting will be October 8th at 1pm. 
The Annual Membership Meeting & Board Elections will be 

on Oct. 15 during the Birthday Lunch beginning at 11am. 
The Meeting Minutes can be found on our website: 

www.santaseniors.com     
   

*********************************************** 
Continued from the President… 

     On another note, our boiler inspection and cleaning went very 
well. With all the upgrades to the center we have high hopes for 
much better fuel bill than the last several years. Our new contac-
tor for parking lot snow removal is Calvin Gustafson with Down  
to Earth Landscaping, the same company that put in our parking 
lot. The price was exactly the same as our last contractor. Shovel-
ing and sanding included as needed.   
    We need everyone to make our center operate, no one is so 
busy that they can not volunteer their time or talents. It is us as a 
whole that represents the spirit of Santa Claus.  
 
Sincerely your president, 
Joseph Gelinas 

Santa’s Senior Center Welcomes… 
Christina McLean        John Olson 

Joseph & Katheryn Nash 
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Birthday Girls: 
Cindy Jeffries, Patty Belcher, Judi Hastings 

50/50 Drawing: 
Lamie Ellsworth 

Free Lunch Ticket Drawing: 
Richard Foytich 

Guest Speaker: 
Teresa Holt from AARP 

September Birthday Lunch: 
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October Birthdays:     
Date:                                                       

 

Happy Birthday to all 
members born in October! 

 

Please join us on the 3rd Wednesday 
of each month to celebrate birthdays.  

Lunch is $10. 
If it’s your birthday month, 

lunch is on us! 
 
 
 

October Anniversaries: 
Date: 

October Lunch Menu:(~ no lunch)   
Wednesday                                          Friday 
1st ~                                  3rd Baked Salmon 
8th Salmon Chowder      10th ~ 
15th Birthday Lunch      17th ~ 
22nd ~        24th ~ 
29th ~        31st ~ 
                                           

Sign-up sheets are located in the office. A sign-up sheet for each 
lunch is put up at the beginning of the month. You can sign-up 

for all the lunches for the month at the same time or you can sign
-up by Monday of that week. There needs to be at least five 

people signed up by Monday for the lunch to take place. 

1  Renee Klatt 
3  Daphne Hofschulte* 
4  JoAnn Perkins 
4  Paul Eickermann 
8  Judy Ely* 
8  Kathy Green* 

10  Karen Tanner* 
12  Kelly Andaloro 
13  Tom Slater 
14  Sharon White* 
16  Jacque Doll* 
19  Lamie Ellsworth* 
22  Claudia Barclay 
28  Lyman Benshoof* 
29  Fran Hatfield 

22  Denise & Donald Walters 
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Annual Membership Meeting  
                        & Board of Directors Election 
October 15th, 2025 @ 11am 

There are five board seats that will be available at this election. 
If you are interested in running for a board seat, please fill out a 

nomination form provided in the office. Nominees must be at least 
50 years of age and in good standing with the organization. Nomi-

nees will introduce themselves at the October Birthday Lunch.  
 

Each member 50 years of age or older and in good standing with 
the organization, are eligible to vote. Each member will vote for 

five people to fill five seats. 
 

This organization is volunteer member driven. All activities, 
events and decisions are dependent upon members to make it 

happen. So far, the nominees for the Board of Directors are: 
 

Patty Belcher               Doneva Cheeseman 
Candy Clark                       Lamie Ellsworth 
Kathy Hamby                        Brad Rogers                           

Cora Williams                     Tammie Wilson 
 

Please join us at the Birthday Lunch to meet the nominees 
and vote for directors. 
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CRUISING THE 
UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

September 6-13, 2025 
     Two long time girlfriends (Emily Lambert & Ruthie Sevy) and I 
had a wonderful vacation cruising on the Upper Mississippi River on 
the American Heritage Paddlewheel. We began our journey in St. 
Louis, MO. Customer service reps from the American Cruise Lines 
booked our two rooms, one double and one single at the Embassy 
Suites Hotel in downtown St. Louis for the evening of Sept. 5, to en-
sure we’d be ready to depart for the Heritage on the morning of Sept. 
6. During our brief stay at the hotel we had an opportunity to meet 
some of our fellow travelers during the hotel’s evening complimentary 
cocktail hour. 
     Just before Noon on the morning of Saturday, Sept. 6, the Cruise 
Line’s Excursion met us in the hotel and walked us out to their spa-
cious Coach for transport to the Heritage. The five-deck paddlewheel 
boat had all the amenities for a wonderful cruise up the river. A luxu-
rious dining room on the first deck, with several lounges, an exercise 
room, putting green and complimentary washer and dryer – with de-
tergent pods and dryer sheets. 
     The cruise offered many complimentary no-cost excursions during 
five Ports of Call during our week long journey. Our first Port of Call 
was Hannibal, MO where we decided to take the Hannibal Local Loop 
tour where we could explore the Mark Twain Boyhood Home & Mu-
seum, the Becky Thatcher House, Huckleberry Fin House, J.M. Clem-
ens Justice of the Peace office and the recent restored Grant’s Drug-
store. We even had an opportunity to explore downtown Hannibal 
while strolling through the town. 
     Our second Port of Call was in Muscatine, IA. The Muscatine Art 
Center allowed visitors to step back in time to view historic rooms and 
furnishings of the past. Built in 1908 as a gift from lumber baron 
Peter Musser to his daughter Laura Musser and her husband Edwin 
McColm, the period rooms on the main floor had many objects be-
longing to the Musser-McColm family. It was a reminder of a slower 
and gentler time in this country; with a lot of work to maintain it. Our 
stop at The National Pearl But-
ton Museum was an opportunity 
to view pearl buttons cut from 
the shells of freshwater mussels 
from the Mississippi River in 
Muscatine. 
Continued... 
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FREE SENIOR LEGAL LIBRARY 

LAUNCH EVENT 

Hosted by: Santa’s Senior Center 

 

                   & 

 

Location: Santa’s Senior Center 
Date/Time: October 23, 2025, at 1:30 PM 
 

Come for the forms, stay for the conversation! 
 

Why Attend? 

✅  Browse new free legal forms  

✅  Ask questions in a relaxed setting  

✅  Mingle with neighbors over coffee and cookies  

✅  Take home practical tools for peace of mind 
 
 

Questions? Contact Mamie & Margo at 

                   (907) 371-4153 or info@msbrownlaw.com  
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Halloween Party 
October 31st 

3pm: FREE showing of the movie Hocus Pocus! 
 

5pm: Chili Feed & Trick-or-Treating 
 

Chili and all the Fixin’s: 
Cheese, Sour Cream, Onions, Corn Bread, 
Crackers, Chips... 
 

Bring your kids and grandkids! Dress up in a costume 
and hand out candy to Trick-or-Treaters! 
 

When was the last time you bobbed for apples? 
We’ll play our version of the Clothes Pin Drop (w/ SSC Pens) 

 

We are looking for some member-grandparents to 
volunteer to organize this event. Sign-up sheets are in 
the office for those who would like to make a crockpot of 
chili, bring side dishes/toppings, or donate candy. 
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THIS AND THAT FROM SENIORS 
By Goldie Southwood 9/30/25 

85 Days until Christmas 
 

I recently attended a celebration at our Senior Center, that had 
standing room only. The event was the 40th Wedding Anniversary 
of David and Judith Hastings, and Judi’s 75th Birthday. Many senior 
members attended along with family members from out of town. 
Several family members had been in attendance at the original cere-
mony. They received calls from family members, including a musi-
cal rendition by Judi’s sister from Idaho. It was beautifully played 
over the Center’s sound system. 
 

Judi’s brother, visiting from Oregon, performed the moving ceremo-
ny, renewing their vows. It was a fun day, meeting and greeting 
their family and taking part in the rededication of their love. It was 
followed by a delicious meal and cake. Congratulations, David and 
Judi! 
 

A side note:  Someone driving by, saw all the cars and came in and 
gave Judi a check written out to Santa’s Senior Center, in David and 
Judi’s honor. We live in a generous community! 
 

We are thankful for family and friends…ΦΦDƻƭŘƛŜ 
 

Please call, text or e-mail, letting us know how you are doing. 
Call or text (907) 378-3624  or e-mail: goldtops@msn.com  

mailto:goldtops@msn.com


11 

Show&Tell continued: 

     Next up was Dubuque, IA. My favorite here was traveling up the 
hill in the Fenelon Elevator. A historic cable car functioning as an ele-
vator up a short and very steep scenic railway. At the top you could 
see a panoramic view of the Mississippi River and much of Dubuque. 
Our fourth Port of Call was in Winona, MN. The Local Loop tour al-
lowed for stops at the Minnesota Marine Art Museum with exhibits 
exploring the ongoing and historic human relationship with water; the 
Winona County History Center where you could explore the architec-
ture, stained glass, photography and view works of their local artists; 
Watkins Museum & Store was popular with many in the group as we 
remembered many of their products including its famous Pure Vanilla 
and Watkins Liniment. 
     While in Winona, we got to tour the Pickwick Mill which was built 
from 1856 to 1858 and was the first commercial flour mill west of the 
Mississippi river. As with most small towns in the Midwest, each has 
storied history detailing those who settled the area. The final Port of 
Call was in Red Wing, MN famous for the Red Wing boats and mo-
tors that was once made on site. Today it’s more known for their Red 
Wing footwear many have worn over the decades. We also got to visit 
the National Eagle Center in Wabasha, MN and see their five perma-
nently injured raptors; four bald eagles and one red-tailed hawk. 
     The best of the entire week for me was the delicious meals served at 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. And if you didn’t want to eat in the main 
dining room on the first deck, there 
was alternative food served for 
breakfast and lunch on the fourth 
deck. And all the snacks you could 
want. 
     Overall all it was a wonderfully 
relaxing trip, with a couple days in 
Minneapolis and visits to the Mall 
of America. 
 

Cora Williams 
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The Book Club meets at 2pm the first Wednesday of each month 
from September to May. 

 

Oct. 1st: Before We Were Yours 
by Lisa Wingate 
Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her 
four younger siblings live a magical life aboard their 
family’s Mississippi River shantyboat. But when their 
father must rush their mother to the hospital one 
stormy night, Rill is left in charge—until strangers 
arrive in force. Wrenched from all that is familiar 
and thrown into a Tennessee Children’s Home Soci-

ety orphanage, the Foss children are assured that they will soon 
be returned to their parents—but they quickly realize the dark 
truth. At the mercy of the facility’s cruel director, Rill fights to 
keep her sisters and brother together in a world of danger and 
uncertainty.  

 

Nov. 5th: Beyond Dead 
by Jordan Robinson 
Instead of cloud cars and harp-playing cherubs, the 
afterlife is working a full-time job that doesn’t pay 
and a heinous communal living situation with 
housemates who have no concept of privacy or per-
sonal space. As if that wasn’t bad enough, on her 
first day at work Bridget finds a murdered ghost 
stuffed in her locker.  

 
 

Dec. 3rd: Big Lies in a Small Town by Diane Chamberlain 
Jan. 7th: Educated by Tara Westover 
Feb. 4th: The HealerƜs War by Elizabeth Scarbourough 
Mar. 4th: The Rent Collector by Carmen Wright 
Apr. 1st: The Destiny of the Republic by Candice Millard 
May 6th: October Earth by Olivia Hawker 
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First Saturday BINGO 
October 4th 
11am Misc Games 

12pm Potluck Lunch 

12:30pm BINGO 

 

Strong Memory Discussion Group 
Wednesday, October 29th @ 1pm 

 

FREE showing of the movie 
Hocus Pocus 

Friday, October 31st @3pm 

 

Borough Elections 
& Bake Sale 

Tuesday, October 7th 
7am - 8pm 

Farkle Fest Tournament 
Monday, October 13th @11:45am 

 

Law Office of Mamie S. Brown, LLC 
Thursday, October 23rd @1:30pm 

FREE Assistance with Legal Documents  

Halloween Party 
Friday, October 31st, 5-7pm 

Chili and all the fixin’s. 
Come in costume and  

hand out candy 
to Trick-or-Treaters! 
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2025 Sustaining Donor Program 
The Sustaining Donor Program is a way that members can  

continue to support the center financially through the year, 
by committing to a monthly, quarterly or annual donation. 

Commitment Total for 2025 so far: 

$10,570 

Patty Belcher 

Virginia Bell 

Rosalie Burch 

June Cloyd 

Lamie Ellsworth 

Valliere Forrest 

Richard & Christina Foytich 

Ellie Herrera 

Lynda House 

Naomi King 

Alice Murphy 

Jim & JoAnn Perkins 

Mark & Rochelle Renner 

Frank & Ida Rhines 

Brenda Sadler 

Ramouna Sandbo 

Barbara Sevier 

Ruthie Sevy 

Jo Small 

Goldie Southwood 

LarryJr & Maria Terch 

Benny & Cora Williams 


